
Has your memory suffered after head trauma, concussion, emotional loss or aging?
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By Janie Har and Jeff Chiu
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Crews
on Friday  tore down a multimil-
lion-dollar  house that is sliding
down a hill, threatening other
homes.

The three-story, midcentury
house has separated more than
a foot from the curb and sunk

more than a foot, said home-
owner Ronald Martell, who was
on-site Friday to oversee demo-
lition work.

It’s unclear what is causing
the home to slide, although El
Niño storms that have drenched
the Bay Area could be partly to
blame. Martell said one neigh-
bor has reported basement
flooding, and there appears
to be too much water on his
property for the amount of rain
that’s fallen.

The city ordered five other
homeowners — one on either
side of Martell’s house and three
at the bottom of the hill behind

his house — to hire engineers to
show their homes are safe.

Records show the Martells
bought the house for roughly $2
million in October. But the fam-
ily hadn’t moved in yet, pending
a possible remodel.

It’s been a bad week for Mar-
tell, a biotech chief executive
who was attending his father’s
out-of-state funeral Tuesday
when he learned the city had
red-tagged the house, deeming
it unsafe for occupation.

A neighbor initially sent a
text message to Martell on Sat-

Crews demolish sliding hillside house
Multimillion-dollar
structure is threatening
other homes, officials say

San Francisco

By Robert Salonga
rsalonga@mercurynews.com

SAN JOSE — For nearly
a week, Kyle Myrick was pre-
sumed dead, but no one could
find him, and the man suspected
in the disappearance refuted al-
legations he killed Myrick.

But in the face of his denials,
Steve Douglas Hlebo left trails,
according to authorities and
people who worked with him.
Detectives found a segmented
trail of blood at the crime scene
and in Hlebo’s pickup truck. On
Thursday, Myrick’s body was
found along a trail in the Santa
Cruz Mountains that Hlebo was
known to have traveled in the
past.

Earlier that day, police said
they received information sug-
gesting that Myrick might be in
the area of Jamison Creek Road
in Boulder Creek in unincorpo-
rated Santa Cruz County. In-
vestigators had already learned
that Hlebo was acutely familiar
with the Santa Cruz Moun-
tains.

His home in Los Altos gave
him quick access to a series of
quiet highway roads that could
take him to the site while avoid-
ing the overhead lights and
scores of motorists’ eyes on the
freeway.

Colleagues of Hlebo, now
jailed on suspicion of murdering
Myrick, helped suggest areas
of the Santa Cruz Mountains
because they knew he liked to
ride his bikes — both motor-
powered and pedal-driven — in
those parts. Some of the em-
ployees went on rides with him.

After body found in Santa Cruz
Mountains, murder is charged

Police:
Blood
trail
helped

Slaying investigation

Hlebo

Myrick

By Bethany Augliere
Santa Cruz Sentinel

MONTEREY — Mon-
terey Bay Aquarium at-
tracted national attention
a week before Christmas
when a sea otter gave birth
in the aquarium’s Great
Tide Pool. The mom and
pup have since left the shel-
tered lagoon to venture out
into the bay. During the

next few months, the pup
will learn to dive and hunt
— maybe even use a tool.

Tool use in animals is
not common, but it occurs
in species such as sea ot-

ters, chimpanzees and
crows.

Aquarium biologist Jes-
sica Fujii has studied otters
for the past eight years and
has found that prey avail-
ability influences how often
these critters use tools.

“One of the great things
about sea otters is that they
forage close to shore,” she
said. “They bring up their
food, and in most cases,
any potential tools.”

Sea otters range along
the Pacific Coast from
Southern California to
Northern Japan. These

Otters and their toolkits

Study shows that prey
availability influences
the use of implements

Handy little critters

SHMUEL THALER/SANTA CRUZ SENTINEL ARCHIVES

A pair of sea otters enjoys a morning repast off of West Cliff including a sampling of the local shellfish.

By Aaron Kinney
akinney@bayareanewsgroup.com

SACRAMENTO — Despite a his-
toric drought, California farmers and
ranchers are bringing in more money
than ever, the state’s latest crop re-
port shows. But that doesn’t mean
they are living high on the hog.

The sales value of California’s agri-
cultural products in 2014 was a record
$53.5 billion, up 5.1 percent from 2013,

according to the Department of Food
and Agriculture, which this week re-
leased an annual review of agricul-

tural data. The increase in 2014, the
latest year for which a statistical anal-
ysis is available, was driven by strong
demand for milk, cattle, berries and
lettuce, among other products.

Still, net farm income was down 11
percent to roughly $15 billion because
of rising costs, including fuel, fertilizer
and pesticides. Beyond those mundane
expenditures, the drought has forced
farmers who don’t have enough water
to purchase the precious resource on
the open market or dig new wells in
search of groundwater.

“In any business you’re looking at
revenues and expenses,” said Dave
Kranz, spokesman for the Califor-

Farmers bringing in more dough than ever
State is tops for food-growing,
but rising expenses for farms
remains a heavy burden

California agriculture

A sea otter finishes off a meal at Elkhorn Slough. To extract
meat from hard-shell prey, otters are resourceful, using rocks
or other tools to crack open the shellfish.

JEFF CHIU/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Workers on Friday tear down a San Francisco house that has slipped
14 inches away from the curb and dropped 12 inches.

PATRICK TEHAN/STAFF

Strawberries ripen in the fields of
RAMCO Custom Harvesting.

See Crops on Page 5

See Demolish on Page 5

See Otter on Page 5

See Myrick on Page 5
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CAMBRIAN PARK
4935 Bel Escou Dr

Fri-Sat 8am-2
Moving, all must go.

SUNNYVALE
HUGE All Church

Yard/Rummage Sale
Jan. 31, Sunday ONLY

7:30am-1:30pm
653 W. Fremont Ave.

RAIN OR SHINE!

BURLINGAME ESTATE
421 Concord Way
Fri/Sat/Sun 10-2
Antq to contemp

furn, tools, pottery,
LP’s, kitchen! S ee
pics @ gsalr.com

BURLINGAME ESTATE
13 Humboldt Rd.

X Peninsula Fri/Sat/
Sun! 11-3 Everything
goes! House/Gar./
Basement Packed!

CUPERTINO: Man &
Woman Estate Sale
Cave Experience!

Jan. 29, 30, 31: 9:00-3:45
Â7508 Dumas Dr.Â
Major Tools, Cook-
ware Galore! Furn.

& Desk Collectibles!

SAN JOSE Estate Sale
75% off main flr! $5 a bag
$20 a box upstairs only!
Â Thurs. to Sun. 10 to 5 Â
û350 LINCOLN AVEû
moveitelsewhere.com

SAN JOSE ESTATE SALE
530 CALERO AVE

(X St. BLOSSOM HILL)
Fri-Sun Jan 29, 30,31 9 - 4
Yamaha R 6 motor-
cyle, helmet & lthrs,
new Whirlpool Duet
W/D, many adver-
tising auto & beer
signs, neon signs,

banners, traffic
signs, lic. plates,
cast iron fire hy-

drant, scale model
metal toy cars, Star
Wars & Star Trek,

many auto gas sta-
tion uniforms, con-
temp. collec. knives
& swords, pool tbl,
ship models, Etc.
Auto tools (Snap-
On, Matco, Blue

Point, Mac, Crafts-
man), NOS stain.

steel exhaust pipes
(Turner, Ravin) au-
to products, sets of
racing tires & rims.

One room filled
w/stereo equip.

many sets of spkrs,
(Bazooka, Kicker,
Sony) Etc. equip

(Onkyo, Bose, Fish-
er, Technics, Audio

Source, Sansui)
Etc. Casio Karaoke
system, Car amps,
radios, flatscreen,
DVD’s, Etc. House-
hold furn, glass-

ware, din. rm. tbl
& chrs, outdoor

furn, 2 gas grills,
treadmill, closets

filled w/men’s
clothing, Etc!!!

Estate Sales

Estate Sales

Estate Sales

If you want it sold, place it in the classifieds!
To advertise here, call 408.920.5111

GarageSales

BEN THERE REMODELING
GC#769480/30yrs.
Tile Install, water

damage repair, car-
pentry, plumbing,

windows/drs/flrs/etc
Refs. 408-687-2280

AMAYA’S CONCRETE
Patios,drvwy,sdwk

brick, #730938
408.779.1453; 857.4156

CG CONCRETE. Res.
Driveways/Patios

#1008773 408.499.4467

ACOUSTIC & REMOVAL
Drywall-repair,Lic#
299573. 800-334-4920

QUALITY Elect Wrk
Low $$ Big/Sm jobs

#878392 408.292.6798

REPAIR/Replace Sr.
disc. 25 yrs exp, sm. jobs
#519337, 408.591.1111

AFFORDABLE
HANDYMAN
All Home Repairs

Electrical, Painting,
Plumbing

Water Heaters
Roof Repairs
Lic.7450068505

INSURED

408-600-7772

DAD & SON’S HAULING
El Nino Cleanups
RAIN OR SHINE!

7 - DAY’S, SAME DAY!
We Take Everything!

408-784-0534
We Do All Loading/Labor
Business, Homes,
Garages,Yards

Hoarders clean outs
Shed/Deck/Jacuzzi
REMOVALS!

HAULING any job
great rates, free est.
408-722-2455

HECTOR’S HAULING
Garage & Yard Clnup
Any Junk, Tree Trim
Free est 408.929.0480

HOME REMODEL
& REPAIRS #608961
408-806-3161

QUALITY , Fast Tax
Returns Starting
From $50. Jie’s

Income Tax 1710 S.
Amphlett Blvd. # 350
San Mateo, CA 94402

Ofc: 650-274-0968
Cell:650-492-1273

EUROPEAN Lady
seeks hswrk Mtn . Vw./
Palo Alto,650.386.6935

HOUSECLEANING ,
Organizing. Low

rates! Gd. refs. 24yrs
exper! 408-529-5992

KMF PLUMBING. Free
Est. 7 days/week.

#865200 408.727.1965

PLUMBING & DRAIN
$59 through clean
out, lic. & bonded!

#868457, 408-472-2903

TEAMS GENERAL ROOFING
All Types of Roofs
& Leaks Repairs.

Tiles & Composition.
Satisfaction
Guarantee!

A GREAT PRICE!
Lic# 964946

510-494-0809

CALIFORNIA Tree Serv-
ice, trim & removal

#449716 408-225-2952

Fencing

Housecleaning
Cement/concrete

Plumbing

Tree service

Roofs

Home Services

Drywall/sheetrock

Hauling

Plumbing

Handypersons

Home improve.

Electrical serviceAdditions/
Remodel

OPEN DAILY REGULAR HOURS. WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, AMERICAN EXPRESSOPEN DAILY REGULAR HOURS. WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, AMERICAN EXPRESSOPEN DAILY REGULAR HOURS. WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, AMERICAN EXPRESSOPEN DAILY REGULAR HOURS. WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, AMERICAN EXPRESS
AND SEARS CARD. WE ACCEPT SEARS GIFT CARDS. DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO PREPAID GIFTAND SEARS CARD. WE ACCEPT SEARS GIFT CARDS. DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO PREPAID GIFTAND SEARS CARD. WE ACCEPT SEARS GIFT CARDS. DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO PREPAID GIFTAND SEARS CARD. WE ACCEPT SEARS GIFT CARDS. DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO PREPAID GIFT

CARDS AND PHONE CARDS. INVENTORY IS LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. THIS STORE IS NOTCARDS AND PHONE CARDS. INVENTORY IS LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. THIS STORE IS NOTCARDS AND PHONE CARDS. INVENTORY IS LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. THIS STORE IS NOTCARDS AND PHONE CARDS. INVENTORY IS LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. THIS STORE IS NOT
PARTICIPATING IN CURRENT SEARS CIRCULARS. THIS EVENT EXCLUDES ELECTROLUX.PARTICIPATING IN CURRENT SEARS CIRCULARS. THIS EVENT EXCLUDES ELECTROLUX.PARTICIPATING IN CURRENT SEARS CIRCULARS. THIS EVENT EXCLUDES ELECTROLUX.PARTICIPATING IN CURRENT SEARS CIRCULARS. THIS EVENT EXCLUDES ELECTROLUX.

DISCOUNTS AT THIS STORE ONLY:DISCOUNTS AT THIS STORE ONLY:DISCOUNTS AT THIS STORE ONLY:DISCOUNTS AT THIS STORE ONLY:

SAN MATEOSAN MATEOSAN MATEOSAN MATEO
Hillsdale MallHillsdale MallHillsdale MallHillsdale Mall
40 Hillsdale Mall40 Hillsdale Mall40 Hillsdale Mall40 Hillsdale Mall

SHOP NOW FOR BEST SELECTION!

SAVE ON ALL YOURSAVE ON ALL YOURSAVE ON ALL YOURSAVE ON ALL YOUR
HOME APPLIANCES!
ALL TVs & Appliances Including Washers,TVs & Appliances Including Washers,TVs & Appliances Including Washers,TVs & Appliances Including Washers,
Dryers, Refrigerators, Freezers, StovesDryers, Refrigerators, Freezers, StovesDryers, Refrigerators, Freezers, StovesDryers, Refrigerators, Freezers, Stoves,,,,
Dishwashers and More…Dishwashers and More…Dishwashers and More…Dishwashers and More…
AT DISCOUNT PRICES!

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

INVENTORYINVENTORYINVENTORYINVENTORY
BLOWOUT!BLOWOUT!BLOWOUT!BLOWOUT!

Clothing, Shoes, Jewelry, Tools,Clothing, Shoes, Jewelry, Tools,Clothing, Shoes, Jewelry, Tools,Clothing, Shoes, Jewelry, Tools,
Floor Care, Housewares, Mattresses,Floor Care, Housewares, Mattresses,Floor Care, Housewares, Mattresses,Floor Care, Housewares, Mattresses,
Bed & Bath, Televisions, Barbecues,Bed & Bath, Televisions, Barbecues,Bed & Bath, Televisions, Barbecues,Bed & Bath, Televisions, Barbecues,

Sporting Goods, Luggage, Lawn,Sporting Goods, Luggage, Lawn,Sporting Goods, Luggage, Lawn,Sporting Goods, Luggage, Lawn,
Garden, Patio and Much More!Garden, Patio and Much More!Garden, Patio and Much More!Garden, Patio and Much More!

*10K gold unless otherwise specified.*10K gold unless otherwise specified.*10K gold unless otherwise specified.*10K gold unless otherwise specified.

ALLALLALLALL Fine Gold, Silver,Fine Gold, Silver,Fine Gold, Silver,Fine Gold, Silver,
Diamond & GemstoneDiamond & GemstoneDiamond & GemstoneDiamond & Gemstone

JEWELRYJEWELRYJEWELRYJEWELRY****

%%%%30offoffoffoff
ALLALLALLALL Fashion ClothingFashion ClothingFashion ClothingFashion Clothing

and Footwearand Footwearand Footwearand Footwear
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small marine mammals are
not picky, dining on snails,
abalone, urchins and crabs,
said Fujii. To extract nutri-
tious meat from hard-shell
prey, otters rest the prey on
their chest, then use a rock
to hammer the shellfish and
crack them open.

But otters are resource-
ful and will use whatever
they can find, including beer
bottles and other trash. One
male otter smashed shells
against the hull of a boat in
the Monterey Harbor, Fujii
said.

“You could actually see
where the paint was chip-
ping off because he was hit-
ting the paint over and over
again,” she said.

Enrique Aguirre, an

award-winning San Fran-
cisco-based nature photog-
rapher, had a particularly
memorable experience with
an otter in 2009. Aguirre
was on a boat tour in Elk-
horn Slough when an otter
popped up for just a few
seconds with an object in
its paws. He figured it was a
large abalone. But after re-
viewing the photos, Aguirre
realized the otter was hold-
ing a video camera.

“They are super curious ;
they’re always bringing
stuff up from the bottom,”
he said. “But that is defi-
nitely the most surprising
thing I’ve seen.”

Tool use in marine ani-
mals is especially rare, so
Fujii wanted to examine
why otters use these tools.

She and her team ana-
lyzed 17 years of observa-
tional data of feeding dives
at eight locations, includ-

ing California, southwest
Alaska and the Aleutian
Islands, which extend from
the tip of Alaska to Japan.

Sea otters in California
used tools more frequently
than their northern coun-
terparts. In Monterey, ot-
ters ate using tools 16 per-

cent of the time, Fujii said.
But Aleutian Island otters
used tools around just 1 per-
cent. The biggest reason for
this difference — prey type,
she said.

California otters mostly
eat snails, which are plen-
tiful but have hard, thick

shells. Using a tool de-
creases damage to their
teeth and increases han-
dling efficiency, she said. Ot-
ters in the Aleutian Islands
mostly ate urchins, which
are easy to break open de-
spite their spiny exterior.

Results from Fujii’s
study suggest that tool
use by otters is not just
hard-wired instinct result-
ing from genetics, but that
there is a learning compo-
nent, said Erin Rechsteiner,
a sea otter biologist with
the Hakai Institute on the
coast of British Columbia,
Canada.

Younganimals will some-
times struggle with new or
difficult food, she said.

Rechsteiner said she
watched a young male otter,
and the animal took almost
a half-hour to handle a sea
cucumber. “He couldn’t get
his paws around it,” Rech-

steiner said. “At one point
he was sitting totally upside
down trying to wrestle with
this cucumber.”

Jeff Torquemada and
Wendy Sparks have been
photographing otters along
the California coast for
more than 30 years. While
kayaking, they have ob-
served a male otter in Moss
Landing who repeatedly
used a piece of red brick as
a hammer to crush his food.
“We keep telling ourselves
we aren’t going to take
10,000 pictures, and then
we do because they are so
damn cute,” Torquemada
said. “They are so charming
and engaging.”

But not all otters use
tools, Fujii said. Studies sug-
gest pups learn from their
mothers, so what the pup
eats and how will depend on
what it learned from mom,
she said.

ENRIQUE AGUIRRE/ WWW.ENRIQUEAGUIRRE.COM

Professional photographer Enrique Aguirre took this photo
of an otter holding a video camera in Elkhorn Slough . The
otter apparently found the camera in the ocean.

urday to tell him about
a crack in the driveway
parallel to the curb. The
next day, the neighbor
sent a photo.

On Monday, a con-
tractor spotted a second
crack. By Tuesday, the
city had red-tagged the
house, deeming it unsafe
for occupation, and in-
formed Martell that his
house was sliding — a
shock because a buyer’s
inspection indicated
nothing was wrong.

Martell and his fam-
ily rushed back to San
Francisco on Wednes-
day, a birthday he shares
with his 13-year-old son,
to meet with engineers.
On Thursday, the city
ordered an emergency
demolition.

By then, the house
had slipped 14 inches
away from the curb and
dropped 12 inches. The
gaps have continued to
grow.

William Strawn, a
spokesman for San Fran-
cisco’s Department of
Building Inspection, said
the city ordered an imme-
diate teardown because
of the “imminent public
safety hazard.” Strawn
said the cause of the un-
stable soil conditions is
under investigation.

“We’d love to rebuild,”
Martell said. “The ques-
tion is what’s happening
with the larger hillside
and is there a water is-
sue that needs to be cor-
rected?”

Neighbor Mark Miller,
whose home is unaffected,
said seeing unsettled soil
is disturbing.

“You don’t expect
your foundation to slip
out from underneath
you,” he said.

“There were quite a few 
of us giving ideas of areas 
we thought he would be 
familiar with,” said Carlos 
Ruvalcaba, sales manager 
at motorcycle shop GP 
Sports, which employed 
both Myrick and Hlebo as 
mechanics.

They were still sur-
prised when the remains 
of 28-year-old Myrick, a 
Campbell resident, were 
found about 4 p.m. Thurs-
day. Soon, the Santa Clara 
Medical Examiner-Coro-
ner’s Office was summoned 
and confirmed the grim 
expectation that the body 
was indeed  Myrick’s.

“We’re relieved to have 
Kyle back,” said John 

Sparry, Myrick’s stepfa-
ther, at a vigil in front of 
GP Sports the night he 
was found. “We’re sad, of 
course, that things couldn’t 
have turned out differently, 
but we’re happy to know 
he’s in a good place.”

Sparry also expressed 
gratitude to the scores of 
volunteers who scoured the 
area looking for Myrick.

“We’ve had just the 
most incredible amount 
of support from people we 
knew, and then people they 
knew that we didn’t know, 
and then total strangers 
from all over the place.”

Ruvalcaba and Myrick’s 
other co-workers are now 
carrying on with the busi-
ness of the shop, keeping 
their slain comrade’s mem-
ory as they proceed.

“We have to,” Ruval-
caba said. “Kyle was a guy 

who liked his job, and if he
was looking down at us, he 
would want us to continue 
getting these motorcycles 
out there.”

He added: “It’s hard on 
everyone when something 
like this happens so close 
to home.”

It would be hard for 
it to have happened any 
closer: A building on the 
shop grounds vacated af-
ter a 2014 fire is the sus-
pected crime scene, where 
employees looking for a 
missing Myrick on Jan. 22 
discovered a storage room 
covered in blood and a sev-
ered human ear lying in a 
pool of blood. There were 
also blood patterns sug-
gesting that a body had 
been dragged from the 
room.

Hlebo had been sent to 
the back lot, but not the 

building, earlier that after-
noon to assemble a pair of
all-terrain vehicles, and 
Myrick was sent soon after 
to help him. It was the last 
time anyone saw Myrick 
alive.

Hlebo was reportedly
evasive about Myrick’s
whereabouts, employees
told police, and Hlebo’s 
white pickup was seen 
backed up to the vacant 
building, an unusual sight
because nobody went in 
there anymore. Hlebo told 
this newspaper in a jail-
house interview that after
work he “just went driv-
ing.” When he returned
home around 2 a.m. on 
Jan. 23, police were wait-
ing for him, and they later 
found blood in the cab of 
his truck.

Ruvalcaba said he and 
the rest of the GP Sports 

staff saw no signs Hlebo 
could be capable of the 
slaying, for which there is 
currently no established
motive or cause.

“He was a little quieter
than most people, but noth-
ing abnormal that would
raise red flags,” he said.

In the meantime, the 
staff will continue honor-
ing the memory of Myrick,
remembered as “always 
willing to help, always very
friendly.”

“We want to stay posi-
tive for the family,” Ru-
valcaba said. “Hopefully
they find the closure they 
need.”

Staff writer Jason Green 
contributed to this report. 
Contact Robert Salonga 
at 408-920-5002. Follow 
him at Twitter.com/
robertsalonga.

nia Farm Bureau. “And
expenses for California
farmers went up at a much
faster rate than the rev-
enues did.”

The state’s 76,400 farms
continued adapting to the
drought by moving their
limited water resources
toward the most profitable
crops. Raspberry produc-
tion was up 65 percent, for

instance, while corn grown
for livestock feed was down
60 percent.

California kept a strong
grip on its title as America’s
top food grower, earning
nearly double the revenues
of Iowa, which came in No.
2. The Golden State leads
the nation in several dozen
agricultural products, in-
cluding avocados, broccoli,
carrots, lettuce, milk, on-
ions, peaches, spinach and
strawberries.

Growers in 2014 took
advantage of a strong U.S.

economy and rising inter-
national demand, particu-
larly for almonds, walnuts
and processed tomatoes. A
little more than 40 percent
of the food grown in Califor-
nia was shipped overseas,
with the top destinations
being Europe, Canada and
China.

But farmers would be
faring even better were it
not for the drought, said
UC Davis researcher Rich-

ard Howitt, who estimates,
based upon NASA satel-
lite images, that more than
400,000 acres of farm land
were fallowed in 2014 in the
Central Valley because of
dwindling water supplies.

“Unless you think the
satellites are lying to us,
you have to acknowledge
that ‘ag’ took a hit,” Howitt
said.

Howitt said he expects
next year’s crop report

to follow the recent trend
of robust revenues and
missed opportunities. As
for 2016, this wet El Niño
winter will not be a pana-
cea.

“The El Niño rains will
help a lot in some places
and marginally in others,”
he said.

Contact Aaron Kinney at
650-348-4357. Follow him at
Twitter.com/kinneytimes.

Go
Ahead!
Say It!
We want your questions,

comments & suggestions. Talk
back to your newspaper at

TheMerc@MercuryNews.com

Crops
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Demolish
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Otter
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Myrick
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